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Figure 1: The Raw Converter Window

TOOLBAR

Figure 2, Raw Converter Toolbar, shows the tools that are available.

Figure 2: Raw Converter Toolbar

Hand and Zoom Tools
You use the Hand and Zoom tools the same way you would use them anywhere else in
Elements.

White Balance Tool
This tool is used to remove a color cast from your image. The White Balance Tool sets the area
you click to a neutral tone to remove color casts and adjust the color of the entire image. The
temperature and tint values are changed to reflect the color adjustment. You find an area that
should not contain color and click on it to remove any color cast.
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Crop Tool
This tool is used to remove part of the image. The crop tool is used the same way you would
use it anywhere else in Elements.

To clear the crop, place the mouse pointer on top of the Crop Tool icon and hold down either
the left or right mouse button until a context menu appears; left click on Clear Crop.

Straighten Tool
This tool is used to align an image vertically or horizontally. The image will automatically be
cropped to accommodate straightening the image.

After selecting the tool, place the cursor on an element in your photo that you are using to
determine the image is not straight. Hold the left mouse button down and move the mouse
pointer along the element that needs straightening; release the mouse button. The
Straightening tool automatically takes you into the Crop tool.

Red Eye Removal Tool
This tool is used to remove red eye in flash photos of people and green or white eye in pets.
You use this tool the same way you would use it anywhere else in Elements.

Open Preferences Dialog
This tool opens the Preferences Dialog window.

Rotation Tools
These tools are used to rotate the image either counterclockwise or clockwise.

Preview Tool
This tool is used to turn off or on the preview of changes made.

Full Screen Tool
This tool is used to view the Raw Converter window in full screen mode --- fills your screen
entirely. It is a toggle switch; e.g., click once and you have full screen mode, click again and
you have normal screen mode.
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CONTROLS IN BOTTOM-LEFT CORNER

Figure 3: Controls in Bottom-Left Corner

Zoom Level
Number displayed is the zoom level of your image. Plus symbol control will increase the zoom
level to the next step. Minus symbol control will decrease the zoom level to the next step.
Down arrow displays a drop-down list of zoom levels that you can choose from.

Filename
The filename being viewed is displayed.

Bit Depth
This is used to set the bit depth for the image --- either 8 bits or 16 bits per channel.

Save Image
This command is used to save the file as a digital negative (raw format) with filename extension
dng.



Digital Corner --- The Raw Converter (Part 1 of 2) Page 5 of 11

CONTROLS IN BOTTOM-RIGHT CORNER

Figure 4: Controls in Bottom-Right Corner

Note:
The Reset command and the Open Copy command shown above are only
displayed when the Alt key is depressed. Normally, these commands would be
Cancel and Open Image. To perform a screen capture I had to hold down the
Alt key.

Done Command
The Done command is used to save changes that have been made to your JPEG image. No
pixels have been changed; the changes have been written to the file without changing any
pixels --- nondestructive editing. However, the changes are displayed when viewing the image
and are used in your prints.

Cancel / Reset Command
The Cancel command exits from The Raw Converter without saving any changes.

The Reset command resets all changes back to values when the file was loaded into The Raw
Converter.

Open Image / Open Copy Command
The Open Image command opens the image into Photoshop Elements and writes all of the
changes made in The Raw Converter to the original file without changing the actual pixels in
your file.

The Open Copy command opens the image into Photoshop Elements and does not write any
of the changes made in The Raw Converter to the original file. The file is opened with the
same original filename.

If you give the File Save command from Photoshop Elements immediately without making any
changes, Elements will automatically take you to File Save As command. This is regardless of
which command was given in The Raw Converter --- Open Image or Open Copy.

If you save the file with the same filename, you will not be able to open the file into The Raw
Converter with the slider settings used previously. If you save with a different filename, you
can open the original file and The Raw Converter adjustment values will automatically be
restored.
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Clarity
The Clarity slider boosts the midtone contrast and brings out crisper detail in images. A typical
value for landscapes is in the range of 10 to 65. When you over do it, the Clarity adjustment
adds a halo edge effect to the midtones only (the shadows and highlights are protected). As
you increase the amount, the halos get wider, strengthening the midtone contrast effect and
making the midtone areas look sharper.

Background for Next 2 Sliders
Photos that have rich, saturated colors definitely have their appeal --- that’s why so many
landscape photographers used Velvia film. The Saturation and Vibrance sliders can be used to
give us the rich, saturated colors similar to the effect of Velvia film.

The Saturation slider increases all the colors in your photo equally; dull colors become more
saturated; saturated colors are saturated even more. The result can be that some colors are
over saturated. It is easy to blow out colors with the Saturation slider.

Using the Vibrance slider, you have to crank up the slider close to 100% to blow out colors.
However, you still have to be careful to not over saturate your images.

Vibrance
The Vibrance slider increases saturation of colors; however, dull colors are increased the most
and it affects already saturated colors the least.

Saturation
The Saturation slider increases/decreases saturation in all colors equally. Use this slider
judiciously.


